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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Special Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 6:45 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

6:45 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Jennifer Jansen, Cornel Munteanu, Jay McFadden, 

Yvonne Buchholz (arrived at 6:49 p.m.), and Brian Chitester were present.  Lori Jones was excused. 

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, and Joe Borczuch, 

Service Director.  Audience: 0.  

 

A Public Hearing Regarding the Re-employment and Re-appointment of Andrew 

D. Bemer, Esq. to the Position of Law Director for the City of Olmsted Falls to 

Begin on January 1, 2021.  
 

Mr. Bemer stated that the Ohio Public Employment Retirement System through the General 

Assembly about 25 years ago was getting a lot of push back from the school population. There was a 

significant amount of retires and rehires of school personnel and as a result there was a question about 

transparency and that the public should have some recognition that this was the practice.  There were 

two different philosophies one was if you retire you should stay retired and not continue to draw a 

public salary on top of a pension and the other philosophy was don’t turn out the institutional 

knowledge that you have simply because someone has accumulated enough time to retire, if they 

were young enough and had the expertise to continue on the job.   

 

He contacted OPERS over the summer to make some inquiries.  There is a provision that if an 

appointed individual retires and if the appointing authority is a legislative body there should be a 

public hearing with public notice and the hearing must occur between 15 and 30 days before the re-

employment.  The question is whether this City Council is such a legislative authority and that’s 

questionable.  The appointing authority is the Mayor however, City Council ratifies and passes the 

compensation ordinance so it seemed the best way of being transparent was to go through the process 

of having a public hearing.  One of the other issue’s is should the salary be the same if you are 

drawing a pension. Again, the pension is your own money and that of your various public employer’s 

and as you may have heard of the concept “double dipping.” This is the dirty word that has come up 

with retired rehires. In the course of his tenure here in Olmsted Falls he has found a really strong 

working relationship with City Council, along with the other directors and police and fire chiefs. 

There was also an option for additional outside fee bills for work that denotes labor negotiations, 

litigation, etc., and as you will hear in our executive session we are in labor negotiations. He has 

informed the Mayor and given our financial situation and his situation he does not feel comfortable 

charging for his participation in the labor negotiations process to get to new collective bargaining 

agreements and believes that everyone was sensitive to the fact that this could save the city thousands 

of dollars.  This is something he wanted to bring to Council’s attention so it was not thought of as 

simply another way of padding his retirement. He truly enjoys what he does and with all humility he 

is pretty good at it but the biggest thing is he enjoys what he does and would like to continue.  
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Mr. Stibich stated that he is grateful to have Mr. Bemer and believes that the salary he earns from the 

city is reasonable and fair for the service that he provides and does not know that retirement pension 

benefits have anything to do with it.  

 

 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 


